
DeNome joins Freedom staff as new 
eighth grade history teacher

    Mr. Dante DeNome 
started teaching at Freedom in 
February.  He was approved by 
the school board on Feb. 10.  He 
is teaching eighth grade social 
studies.  DeNome is replacing Mr. 
Kappas.  He thinks that the school 
year has gone great so far and that 
the faculty and students have been 
very helpful and respectful.  He has 
been teaching for over a decade at 
different schools, mainly teaching 
history, English and reading.    

“Teaching has been in my 
family for a very long time, both 
my parents are educators, and I am 
the kind of person who loves to 
communicate and to socialize with 
other people,” DeNome stated.  He 
knew he was going to be a teacher 
when he got into eleventh grade.  
He attended Penn State University 
(PSU), and finished with a degree 
in Secondary Education for social 
studies, and minors in geography 
and history.  He also got a Masters 
of Education degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction. 

“I enjoy a lot of 
sports activities,” 
DeNome said.  He 
enjoys lifting weights 
and many other sports.  
His favorite outdoor 
activity is just being 
outside, or watching 
the birds and squirrels 
at his bird feeder.  He 
enjoys napping and 
watching Netflix with 
his friends and family 
while he’s hanging 
out inside his house. 
His favorite sports 
team is the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

“You would be 
surprised that I’m not 
actually 6 foot, but only 5’ 4”.”  He 
has a dog and a turtle as well (the 
turtle’s name is Turtle). His favorite 
holiday depends on what season it 
is:  Easter in the spring, Christmas 
in the winter, Thanksgiving in the 
autumn, and when it’s July, he’s all 
in for the Fourth of July.   

A few of his hobbies include 
reading informational books like 
National Geographic, and he “is 
huge for Marvel.” He also cooks 
for fun, and he watches a variety of 
sports, including lifting and football, 

along with hockey and many others.  
His favorite Halloween costume 
that he remembers wearing from 
previous years is the Quail Man 
from an old Nickelodeon animated 
TV-show called “Doug.”     

“I consider myself a full-time 
forever student,” stated DeNome.    

Welcome,  
Mr. DeNome!  
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Mr. DeNome is the new eighth grade history teacher.
Photo by bryson Deal
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Principal’s 100 rewards good behavior

  The Principal’s 100 is a 
program to reward positive behavior, 
instead of  putting attention onto 
negative behavior. Staff  members 
give red cards to reward students 
that make good decisions, and white 
cards are to reward students who 
behave well constantly. There is a 
party held each semester for the 
students that get the white cards, 
and there are about 200 white cards 
given out each year.

Abigail Hunter was given two 
white cards, each by Mrs. Smithmyer. 

“I think the reason why I was 
picked is because I treat others how 
I want to be treated, and because 
I always turned in all my work on 
time,” Hunter also exclaimed how 
surprised she was about being picked 
the first time, and even more so 

the second. She commented about 
how good the donuts were from the 
party, and deemed them a worthy 
reward!

Eighth grader Trista Somerville 
was also chosen by Mrs. Spiker to be 
in the Principals 100. 

“I did not expect to be chosen! 
I believe it was because I turned in 
all of  my work on time, and I only 

just found out on Friday,” Trista 
exclaimed. Somerville was also very 
pleased with the party, and happy to 
be there.

“I’m the lucky guy that gets to 
announce the students that were 
picked,” Mr. Smith said.  Smith 
talked about although the party had 
to be shorter and with less people, 
it was still fun and he was glad to 
reward those who show PAWS.

Helena Buli
Grade 7

Managing editor

Principals 100 party on Thursday, March 18 in the cafeteria. Students being served 
Oram’s donuts.  Photo by helena buli 

On Feb. 25, Christopher 
Denkovich, eighth grader, 
participated in the MathCounts 
competition with the team and 
placed third in the county, which was 
high enough to qualify for states! 

“I wasn’t too worried about it, 
I just tried my best and it worked,” 
said Denkovich. “There wasn’t very 
much practice involved because you 
don’t know the kinds of  questions 
they’re going to ask you. You could 

look at previous ones but it was 
mainly skill involved.” Denkovich 
stated.

 “We had practice every 
Wednesday and on some Fridays 
this year from October through 
February... We had a practice 
competition that lasted form 2:30 
from 4:15 this year. This was where 
students would individually answer 
questions that would be similar to 
the questions they would see in the 
actual competition,” Mrs. McCanna, 
eighth grade math teacher and 
MathCounts coach, said.

Beau DeThomas, Grade 8
Writer

Denkovich heads to states in MathCounts

Christopher Denkovich heads to states in 
Math Counts competition!
Photo by beau Dethomas
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Mars Perseverance Rover completes a 
seven-month journey through space

NASA’s Perseverance rover set 
off  on its almost year long journey 
to Mars on July 30, 2020. The 
Perseverance Rover touched down 
on the surface of  Mars on Feb. 18. 
It took some serious power to get 
the car sized rover moving at 24,600 
miles per hour, which is the speed 
that it left earth. That is why NASA 
constructed and chose the Atlas V 
rocket which had an astonishing 
374,000 pound of  thrust. The Atlas 
V is the same type of  rocket that put 
the Insight and the Curiosity rovers 
on Mars. 

Thrust is the force which moves 
an aircraft through the air. Thrust 
is needed to overcome the weight 
of  a rocket. Thrust is generated by 
the engines of  the aircraft through 
some kind of  propulsion system. 
In the case of  the Atlas V, it uses a 
RL10 propulsion system to power 
their second stages. Logging an 
impressive record of  nearly 400 
successful flights and nearly 700 
firings in space, RL10 engines 
are manufactured by Aerojet 
Rocketdyne and to get their power 
they harness the power of  high-
energy liquid hydrogen. 

 The Perseverance Rover had 
an incredibly long way to go on its 
mission, traveling an asstonishing 
292,526,838 miles. During its 
journey, engineers were able to 
use smaller rockets on the sides of  

the Atlas V to give propulsion and 
adjust its course along the way, to 
give it the best possible chance of  
landing on Mars. 

Even though it had a successful 
touchdown on Mars the rover 
still has the rest of  its mission 
left to complete. The Mars 2020 
Perseverance Rover will search 
for signs of  ancient microbial life, 
which will advance NASA’s quest to 
explore the past habitability of  Mars. 
The rover has a drill to collect rock 
and soil, then store them in sealed 
tubes for pickup by a future mission 
that will send them back to Earth 
for detailed analysis. 

Perseverance will also record 
Mars sound for the first time 
and test technologies to help the 

future exploration of  Mars. Since 
it needs a long battery life the 
Mars Perseverance rover will be 
powered by INL’s Multi-Mission 
Radioisotope Thermoelectric 
Generator, or MMRTG. MMRTG  
uses pellet forms of  the radioactive 
material plutonium-238 to generate 
electricity. 

With the launch and landing a 
success for NASA, the Perseverance 
Rover can focus on its mission and 
to help with the exploration of  
Mars.

NASA’s Mars helicopter is installed into the Perseverance rover.
Photo used under Creative CoMMons liCense

Christopher Denkovich
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Freedom Area School District figures out 
what to do with PSSAs

With the fourth semester coming 
around the corner, every student 
knows that PSSAs are going to be 
coming soon. Although this year 
there has been some questioning 
about when we are actually going 
to have the PSSAs, Freedom Area 
School District is starting to figure 
out when we will take the statewide 
test.

Due to the whole COVID mess, 
schools have had less time to plan 
how they will come about doing 
things with the PSSAs 

“As it stands right now, we are 
going to definitely do the PSSAs 
this year. We have decided to shift 
them back a couple weeks, just so 
that we can get as many students 
in the building at once,” Mr. Smith, 
Freedom Middle School Principal 
stated. 

As Mr. Smith said, we are going 

to have our PSSAs, yet they are 
going to be pushed back a couple 
weeks, because students have the 
choice to go in-person beginning 
the week of  April 6. If   they are 
uncomfortable with the COVID 
“environment” then they have the 
choice to stay home rather than 
come back in-person. That meaning, 
they pushed the PSSAs back so that 
the COVID problem will hopefully 
be resolved or close to it. Therefore 
giving more students to complete 

Charles Brenckle
Grade 7

sPorts editor

New long-term substitutes hired to 
finish out the school year

There are two new faces in 
the seventh and eighth grade hall 
with the addition of  two long-term 
substitutes.

Ms. Peters came into the district 
as a substitute for Mrs. Hartman, 
seventh grade ELA teacher. She has 
really taken a liking to the district 
and is excited to be closing out the 
year teaching the students. Peters 
graduated from IUP (Indiana 
University of  Pennsylvania) to get 
her teaching degree. 

“Everyone here is so helpful; 
as a first year teacher I have to ask 
a lot of  questions and everyone is 
very willing to help me out, ” Peters 
said. “I would love to eventually get 

a full time position at Freedom, the 
environment is perfect for what I 
know how to do.” 

Peters looked up to her dad, also 
a teacher, as a kid and wanted to be 
just like him. 

In her free time. Peters likes to 
be outside and go skiing. 

“I love skiing, I’ve been doing 
it for a while, and I’ve gotten 
quite good at it,” said Peters. So 
far, Ms. Peters is fitting in pretty 
well with the Freedom family and 
she is excited to keep teaching the 
students.

Bryson Deal
Grade 7

features editor
soCial Media editor 

Ms. Lasher (left) and Ms. Peters (right) are new substitute teachers in the 7th/8th grade.
Photos by bryson Deal

ContinueD on PaGe 9

ContinueD on PaGe 5
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New aeroponic Tower Garden grows 
plants at school without soil

Ms. Ging, sixth grade science 
teacher, and Mrs. Smithmyer, health 
and physical education teacher, are 
trying a new aeroponic garden to 
teach students about plants and 
nutrition. The garden is being used 
in Smithmyer’s seventh and eighth 
grade health classes and Ging’s sixth 
grade science classes. 

The garden is called a Tower 
Garden. It uses aeroponics, the 
process of  growing plants in an air 
or moist environment rather than 
soil. The water in the base of  the 
garden has the nutrition the plants 
need to grow. There are spinach and 
basil plants growing in the garden. 
The water in the base of  the garden 
goes up through a tube in the middle 
and pours down the sides to give 
the plants their nutrition and water. 
The four lights on the sides give the 
plants their light.

“I have used the Tower Garden 
before, I actually have one at home.  
I love having all the fresh produce 

to cook with and to be able to 
have healthy meals daily with it,” 
Smithmyer said.

Students are working on the 
garden in more than one way. In 
Ging’s class students are harvesting 
the plants, taste testing, and selling 
the plants. In Smithmyer’s classes, 

they are using the Tower Garden 
to bring their lessons to life. The 
students will be able to have lessons 
that are hands-on along with being 
able to create healthy meals. They 
will review the parts of  the plants, 
discuss agriculture, nutrition, and 
the benefits of  growing their own 
produce.

Smithmyer also plans on sharing 
the Tower Garden with other grades 
and with the elementary students 
too. She hopes that the 7th & 8th 
graders through their leadership 
class will do lessons/presentations 
for the elementary students.

The money for the hydroponic 
garden came from a grant from 
the University of  Pittsburgh  (Pitt) 
written by Smithmyer and Ging. 
The 6th graders did a program with 
Pitt last year and it had a stipend for 
$1,000. The $1,000 was used to buy 
the garden.

Some things that will happen 
to the food after it is harvested are 
it will be sold to people, donated, 
cooked in the cafeteria, and other 
things.

Wyatt Miller
Grade 5
Writer

This is the new Tower Garden in Ms. 
Ging’s room E110.
Photo by Wyatt miller

the PSSAs in school.
“I will not move our desks, 

because we will be breaking up into 
smaller groups for the test. I am also 
pretty sure all of  the other teachers 
are doing the same,” Mrs. Post, 

seventh grade math teacher, stated 
about how having more students in 
the buidling will affect the classroom 
setup during testing. 

It turns out that students will be 
breaking up into smaller groups for 
testing so that there are less students 

in each classroom by splitting up the 
amount of  students.

The PSSA tests will be taken 
during the first two weeks in May at 
Freedom Middle School. 

PSSAs (From PaGe 4)
ContinueD From PaGe 4
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Theodore Seuss Geisel is a 
famous childrens’ book writer from 
around the world. Most kids know 
him as Dr. Seuss. National Read 
Across America Day is celebrated 
every year on Mar. 2, which is Dr. 
Seuss’s birthday. When we celebrate, 
we do something different every 
day of  the week.  The days celebrate 
different characters in Dr. Seuss’s 
books. Children celebrate this 
holiday in schools. The National 
Education Association, NEA, is in 
charge of   Read Across America 
Week and it was launched in 1998. 
The reason they made Read Across 
America is to encourage children to 
read. 

One of  Dr. Seuss’s most famous 
quotes is, “Today you are you! That 
is truer than true! There is no one 
alive who is you-er than you!” Dr. 
Seuss was 87 when he passed away.

Did you know that Dr. Seuss’s 
first book was “And to Think that I 
saw it on Mulberry Street”? 

The book was published in 1937.  
Dr. Seuss changed the world after 
publishing his books. Many families, 

schools, and children love to read 
Dr. Seuss’s books everywhere. This 
year, Dr. Seuss would be 117 years 
old!  

Many years later, after the books 
were published, four of  the books, 
including “The Cat in the Hat” and 
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” 
were turned into movies! So far, 
people have sold 700 million Dr. 
Seuss books around the world.  
When Dr. Seuss made his first book, 
he was rejected by 27 publishers. 
But, one of  them took Dr. Seuss’s 
book and published it. That 
publisher is Vanguard Press.  

One of  the best-known Dr. 
Seuss’ book is the Cat in the Hat.  
When you hear that, you probably 
think of  a tall cat, wearing a red 
and white striped hat. What is your 
favorite Dr. Seuss book? Dr. Seuss 
was a special person in our lives. He 
made us laugh and got our tongues 
all twisted!

Olivia Mason
Grade 5
Writer

Do YOU like green eggs and ham? 

Dr. Seuss books are loved all over the 
world.
Photo by olivia mason

Scan the QR code to buy your 
2020-21 yearbook today!

Don’t wait! 
Extras will not be ordered. 
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Shamrocks and Shenanigans 
The History of Saint Patrick’s Day

Saint Patrick’s Day is something 
we celebrate every year during 
March, but do you know why? We 
celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day because 
of  Saint Patrick’s death in the fifth 
century. Saint Patrick, who lived 
in the fifth century, is the saint of  
Ireland. He was born in Roman 
Britain and kidnapped.  After he 
was kidnapped he was brought to 
Ireland and became a slave when he 
was sixteen. He escaped but went 
back to Ireland and it is said he 
brought Christianity to its people. 
He explained the Holy Trinity with 
a three leaf  clover. That is why the 
three leaf  clover is a symbol of  Saint 

Patrick’s Day.
Now you’re probably wondering 

how the leprechaun is a symbol of  

Saint Patrick’s Day. This is actually 
a surprisingly simple answer but 
leprechauns are associated with 
Ireland and people decided it would 
make the holiday more fun. So 
leprechauns are now a part of  Saint 
Patrick’s Day. 

You might  know that parades 
usually take place on Saint Patrick’s 
Day. The first Saint Patrick’s Day 
parade took place in America on 
March 17, 1601. We have continued 
the tradition and still put on Saint 
Patrick’s Day parades. A great deal 
of  enthusiasm was established when 
Saint Patrick’s Day was declared a 
public holiday in Ireland. It is still 
celebrated every year on March 
17 and is very important to many 
people. 

oriGinal artWork 
by Cameron stumPF

Cameron Stumpf
Grade 5
Writer

With the middle school shutting 
down in November, students and 
staff  all have been virtual. Now, the 
school week has changed again for 
most students. Beginning on Feb. 
22, the school has moved to a hybrid 
model. Every student with the last 
name from A-L goes to school on 
Monday and Tuesday. Every student 
with a last name from M-Z goes 
on Thursday and Friday. As for 
Wednesday, all students and teachers 
are fully virtual.  

Hybrid days added to school week

Mrs. Orrico’s class during 9th period during hybrid with some students online and some in 
school. Photo by niCholas metzGer

niCholas metzGer
GraDe 6
Writer

ContinueD on PaGe 10
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Ever since 1987, the month 
of  March has been devoted 
to appreciating the critical 
responsibilities women had 
throughout history and to this day 
as well.

Women’s History Month 
started as Women’s History Week 
in Sonoma County, California, in 
the year of  1978. The drive was 
acclaimed nationally, which led to 
President Jimmy Carter declaring 
the week of  March 8 as Women’s 
History Week. Eventually, in 1987, 
Congress passed Public Law 100-9. 
The law officially assigned March as 
Women’s History Month. 

Over the span of  hundreds of  
years, there have been many ladies 
who impacted the future for women. 
One of  the people that made a huge 

change in women’s rights is Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg.

 Ginsburg began her fight 
for equal rights in 1963, once she 
realized she was being paid less than 
her male colleagues. In the 1970s, 
she volunteered at the American 
Civil Liberties Union, or ACLU, 
where she then became the director 
of  the Women’s Rights Project. 
Later, former President Bill Clinton 
appointed her to the Supreme Court 
in 1993. During her time in the 
Supreme Court, Ginsburg played a 
role in the passing of  five women’s 
rights laws. These laws include: no 
employers can discriminate against 
their employees based on gender or 
reproductive choices, the right to 
financial independence and equal 
benefits for women, juries must 
include women, state-funded schools 
need to admit women, and men are 
entitled to the same Social Security 
and caregiving rights as females. 

Another woman who helped 
shape our world is Rosa Parks. Parks 
is known for not giving up her seat 
on the bus to a white man in 1955, 
but afterwards, she did more than 
just that. Due to her standing her 
ground, she inspired the leaders 
of  the close Black communities to 
orchestrate the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, which was led by Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. The boycott 
lasted for a year and it ended when 
the U.S. Supreme Court concluded 
that the bus segregation was 
unconstitutional. 

Lastly, Florence Howe was an 
underappreciated feminist born in 
1929. She participated in the civil 
rights and anti-war movements 
in the 1960s, before founding 
The Feminist Press in 1970. She 
dedicated the press to emphasizing 
the voices of  struggling women and 
to promote women’s rights. 

Three women who deserve to be 
recognized for Women’s History Month

Calla reynolDs
GraDe 7

Website editor

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Rosa Parks, and Florence Howe are just three of  the women in history who we honor during Women’s History 
Month in March. Photos useD unDer Creative Commons liCense
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Every year, kids all over the 
word make a trap to catch the 
leprechaun. The leprechaun knows 
this and is always sly and has never 
been caught.

One day that all changed, on 
March 16, 1984, the night before 
Saint Patrick’s Day. One little girl 
changed it all. The little girl’s name 
was Olivia Johnston.

She had set up a trap, hidden in 
the wall.

She was a very smart girl and 
had always wanted to be an inventor. 
She made a trap so amazing the 
leprechaun never thought of  it as 
being a hazard. She had just printed 
a very realistic coin from her brand 
new 3D printer and added some 
details. She placed the coin onto a 
small sensor, Whenever the coin was 
lifted off  of  the sensor a small net 
would come out of  the small crack 
in the wall, catch the leprechaun 
and squeeze him back into the wall. 
When Olivia was finally done with 
the project, she went to bed. 

That night the leprechaun came 
into Johnston’s house and began 
looking for coins. He found one, 
got closer and examined the coin, he 
thought it was real.

 He picked it up and was so 
joyful to be holding a “real” gold 
coin. The next thing he knew he 
was in darkness. Trapped. Inside 
the wall for no idea how long. He 
sat in silence, for hours. He threw 

the coin at the wall and it broke. 
He picked up the broken coin and 
knew this was how to finally get 
out. The useless coin was sharp and 
not useless anymore. He used it as 
a knife to cut the net. It was nearly 
dawn by now. He wiggled out of  the 
wall and flew out of  Olivia’s house 
the fastest he had ever flown before. 
Finally, he was free.

The Leprechaun Trap: A Short Story
Caroline benDer

GraDe 5
Writer

oriGinal artWork by Caroline benDer

Ms. Lasher was appointed to 
substitute for Mrs. McCanna, eighth 
grade math teacher, as she was 
having a baby, and so far she has 
loved working as a substitute teacher. 

“I want everyone to look at 
math as a big, fun, puzzle,” Ms. 

Lasher said, Lasher has wanted to be 
a teacher ever since she was a little 
kid. She loved her fifth grade math 
teacher and she wanted the students 
that she teaches to have the same 
experience she did. Lasher enjoys 
playing tennis and being outside in 
her free time. 

“I love to spend time with my 
German shepherd Trigger, he’s 
eleven now so I enjoy every second 
I get to spend with him,” stated 
Lasher. 

We all hope to see more of  both 
Ms. Peters and Ms. Lasher in the 
future.

Substitutes (From PaGe 4)
ContinueD From PaGe 4
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Sports

Baseball is a very popular sport, 
and very well known. When you play 
baseball it has many benefits. One 
of  the big ones is that it gives you 
hand-eye coordination. It also helps 
with your muscles and teamwork. 

The Freedom baseball team 
this year has a total of  14 players, 
they have four eighth-graders and 
the rest are in seventh grade. The 
coaches that help coach baseball 
are Chad Hein, Don Fessler, and 
John Patterson. The team practices 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Saturday, and Sunday. They practice 
on the baseball or football field, 

3-5:30 p.m.

“I play baseball because I grew 
up playing,” said Garrett Drutarosky, 

a seventh-grader.

There are three pitchers for 
the team, and they are Xavier 
Robbins, Boden Hillard, and 
Garrett Drutarosky. There are 
no championships or playoffs for 
middle school. That is just for high 
school.

“I play for passion,” says Xavier 
Robins, seventh-grader.

There is no Freedom softball 
team this year, and that is only 
because only six girls signed up for 
it. Softball is not as well known as 
baseball, so not many people sign up 
for it. 

“It really stinks that there isn’t a 
team this year,” said Haden Baucan, 
an eighth-grader.

Baseball and softball: season update
Hannah Shaffer

Grade 7
Website editor

Baseball season is getting underway but 
there are not enough girls for the softball 
team this year. 
Photo by hannah shaFFer

“I decided to stay online 
because I don’t want to get sick,” 
Troy Reynolds, sixth grader, stated. 
“I like that you get out of  school 
earlier and you don’t  have to wear 
masks. I am planning on going back 
next week to test it out if  I like in 
school.” 

“When at home you can go to 
the bathroom whenever you want,” 
Patsy Seneca, sixth grader said. “I 
like online better because I get out 

of  school early. The one thing I 
would change about the week is 
make Wednesday an asynchronous 
day.”

Hybrid isn’t only different for 
students but also for teachers. It can 
be hard for them to pay attention 
to the in-person class as well as the 
virtual class. 

“Hybrid has been a great 
opportunity for the students to get 
back inside the classroom in some 
type of  manner,” Mrs. Heidi Orrico, 
sixth grade teacher, stated. “While 

hybrid may have its challenges with 
scheduling and facilitating classroom 
instruction in the building and 
online, it has made a huge difference 
for some students who are not wired 
for online learning. Teaching online 
and with students in the building 
does present some challenges, 
however having students back inside 
the classroom is worth it.”

Students will be returning to full-
time in-person classes beginning the 
week of  April 6. 

Hybrid (From PaGe 7)
ContinueD From PaGe 7
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Freedom Voices
Spring break coming up fast

If  you are excited about spring 
break, you are in luck since it is 
coming up. When it starts you 
should take a break and spend time 
with your family. It will start on 
Monday, March 29 and ends on 
Monday, April 5. Freedom Middle 
School, take a break and just sleep in 
and do what you want. 

Is there something in particular 
you like doing on spring break? Well 
I know some people do.

“I like finishing projects that I 
didn’t have time to finish.” Mr. 
Gregg, art teacher, said. 

“I look forward to playing 
Roblox,” Kelsey Simons, fifth grader 
said, and Logan Trisco, sixth grader 
said that he looks forward to playing 
Fortnite. I took a survey to see what 
everyone’s favorite thing to do was 
and the greatest thing was spending 
time with family and friends with 
69.9 %. 

“I look forward to spending time 
with friends,” Sienna Zurynski, sixth 
grader said.

 Some of  the other things that 
were chosen were sleeping, camping, 
and watching television. Freedom 
Middle School students chose 
different things and a few were 
going swimming, soccer, and dirt 
bike riding. The greatest response 
was going on a walk at 72.6 % on 

the final question which is, what 
are you most likely to do outdoors. 
Some of  the other ones that were 
chosen were playing softball, hiking 
in the woods, and jumping on their 
trampolines.  

“I look forward to doing work I 
didn’t finish, relaxing, and talking to 
friends,” Joshua Schoedel said.

Some of  you might wonder if  
there is a reason why we do spring 
break. Actually, there is a reason 
why we have spring break. One of  
the reasons is so that way we can 
get a break from the computer and 
be with our families. It is definitely 
important to get off  of  the 
computers once in a while.

If  you are wondering if  Easter is 

during spring break, to answer that 
question, yes it does actually. Spring 
break begins on March 29 and ends 
on April 5 and Easter is the day 
before it ends on April fourth.

Cooper Brien
Grade 5
Writer

Xavier Garland, fifth grader, reads a book underneath a tree in the warm spring light. 
Photo by CooPer brien
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How does daylight 
saving time affect us?

Daylight saving time has 
been around for a long time. 
It first originated in Germany, 
being the first country around the 
world to use daylight saving time. 
The man who invented daylight 
saving was George Hudson, 
from New Zealand. In 1895 
Hudson proposed the modern 
day, daylight saving time idea that 
we shift an hour forward in the 
spring so we have more daylight 
for hunting and crop farming. 
After Germany,  countries all 
started using this two hour time 
shift called daylight savings. 
Including America started using 
this method of  using as much 
sunlight as we possibly could. 
On  March 9, 1918 American 
Congress passed the first law for 
daylight saving time.  

Daylight saving time starts 
on Sunday,  March 14 at 2:00 am. 
The shift of  time happens at 1:59 
a.m. when the time jumps to 3:00 
a.m. This gives us a whole less 
hour of  sleep, and this means we 
need to get up an hour earlier. 
Later during the evening the 
sunshine will stay out around 
an hour longer. This was the 
reason we made daylight savings, 
so farmers could stay out in the 
daylight long enough to harvest 
more crops and plant seed. We 

use this in real time now because 
people can play and stay outside 
for another hour and it can stay 
light out. We also do this because 
we have done this tradition for 
more than one hundred years. 

 Every year daylight savings 
begins on the second Sunday 
of  March. This means each year 
the daylight saving time when 
we spring forward could be on 
different days. This means we 
could spring forward an hour a 
day before we usually do. This 
year, daylight saving ends on 
Sunday, Nov. 7, at 2 a.m. So 
instead of  continuing using the 
extra hour of  sunlight, we go 
back to our usual times. This 
means that at around 6-7 p.m. the 
daylight will fade faster than in 
the warmer months. 

The reason we stop daylight 
saving in the winter is because at 
night it gets colder out because 
the sun sets much faster. This 
means farmers can’t plant seeds 
or harvest crops in the winter, 
which however makes sense 
because farmers don’t plant crops 
in the winter. This sets the time 
back to normal. In the morning 
the sun comes up earlier giving 
us more sunlight in the morning 
instead of  the evening. 

Chloe Lundy 
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Writer


